KZ650 Road Test ~ Cycle Guide - November
1976
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What looks like a Z-1, is nearly as fasl as a Z-1, handles better than a Z-1

and coslts a bunch less?

I vt hadd 0o ek one thing. one specilic  how Kawasaki camed its name deseried performance people
chardcteristic that best describes how Ka Within the [rasi u.u..|l||.' o yeurs, o Pail i The lotest streeter from K
waiky pol W be where ot o Wwday, the  ever, the Big Green K muade several moves  wasaka, thig K Z650 Four, 5 defimilely not a
chimice woild be easy: Performance wineh acemed o indicate (hat the perfon commuter spesial.” as we found oul Jur

The company didn’t grow 1o be o major  mance days were over, The awesome H2  inga redent pr imiroduction for the hike
o in the molorcyele rlt!\.':-'.'“illi. duoile T8 =||1||| Wl ]'|I='-r'-! il favor ol a We had a change 1o nde the 68k at the
il machunes or dual-purpose endures or - more wlilitarin 730 four-s1roke win,  Bonneville Salt Flats al the Fuji Intema
paitl-putt street Bikes, Mo, sie. I was the which became a running mate for the  tonal Speedwas in lapan and on over 300
likes of sereechy-Tast 350 twinns il'!'r:lll.rl._' economicdl. commuter-ortented KZ2400  miles of mostly twoelane roads that saake
guick 300 triples, asphall-searimg 750 two-  twin. Even the once-feared H1 500 miple  through the English countryside. And we
strokes and, of cowrse, the Kinp of the was toned down to just gnother maotorcy came away impiessed wilh the moloros-
Superhikes, the g booming Z-1. Thar's  cle™ N indeed looked like Kawasaks had  cle™s overall performiince
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PEITTEEAHY AL DERN

At Bonneville we learned of the hike's
speed capabilitics. One of the four bui s+
stock KZ650s rehehed just over 120 mph.
while the pther three min consistently m
the 113 to 119-mph range-using un-
leded gatand 4t an altsinde of 4400 feet!

Several hours of flogging some other
sock 630 around the high-speed Fuji race
vourse verified the Bonmeville speed re-
sulis, in additon b demonsmatng the
hike's steady, predictable handling and
vonfidence-building stahility

And the spirted “tour” through the
central Britsh firmlands further demon-
sirited the bike's comfort, handling.
smocthness and stbality,

Ferhaps the most significant aipeot of
the KZ650 is that not one bt of radicil
thinking or technological wi'farilf:f his

gone mto (L "I jost a sacdighiforeacd
design.” said one of Kawasaki's technicul
people. "enginecred 10 be powerlul but
ceonomical. tracizble but exciting 1o Tide,
and 10 handle ensily and in harmony with
the power outpal of the engine.”

The engine displaces 652cc, has o G2mm
beoire amd S stroke, with o 95§ com.
pression ratio, 11 fesiures a one-paece,
pluin-boaring crankshall as opposed wo the
Z-1's buili-up rolker bearing crank. The
wne-piece design is simpler, less expensive
0 manufscture and récondition. and re-
duces mechanicul nome slightly.

The double overhead cams push dis
rectly on the vidves like onthe Z- 1, but the
650 valve clearance shims fit under the
tappet cups instead of above them. This
arranpgement ohviously demands more
man-hotrs for adpastment. ance the cams
and fappets must be removed o change
shims. whereas the Z-1 (rrangement ce.
quires only the depression of the tappel
The tech people claim (he 6307 1appets are
quicter-runmng, however, asd that put-
ung the shim Beneath the cup allows for
less frequent adjustments apd o reduced
chance of (he cam “spitting out' a shim a1
very high rpm.

Four 24mm Mikuni carbs feed the 6350,
and b fogr-imlo-two oxhagst-dumps wasies
while keeping noise down (o a very pleas-
ant level. An electnic stafier 5, of course.
stundard, witly o salery imterlock that only
lets the starter function if the clutch Jever is
squeczed Al the way in, even in neutrsl,

The steering ib yuick Tor 4 blg bike, ns
evidencod by the 27-degree steenmy angle
and 4.3 inches of truvel, The claimed
weight |5 465 pounds dry—which seemed
avcurale while we were riding the hike—
and the center of gravity feels o lad lower
than with most four-cylinder bikes. A sin-
gle disc brake with the caliper mounted
ahvead of the left fork shider stops the fron
wheel, and a single-lesding-shoe drum
brake whons (he rear,

Siyling-wise, the K650 looks just like a
97 Wesciile £-1 on KD, , . en
KZ 1000 (which is the 1977 versson). That
was a tactical move precaipitited by the
mmmense saciess ol the Z-1. The market-
ing people figured that since they had a
sood thing gobng, they might as well eep
il going by making the 630 look like o
“haby" Z-1.

New! for the clincher: The KZ650, o
matorcycle designed o rid oy well as o
gocid 750, feel as lizhtand mimble asa 300
e as smooth and comfortable os the best
of the fours and as cconomical as mos
Ipw-performance machmes, is going tosell
for jusl $1995.

From what wo could gather during our
rides, the K650 meets those design objec-
tives nicely, biat wie'll havie a Fill-scale st
very sodn 1o give you the domplete low.
down on every facet of the hike's chirac-
ter. One thing i for sure:. [T the KZ630
TG ot 1o be ds good as we believe it 1o
be 5o far-it will be the performunce by of
the year. [}
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